
Year-End Strategies for Charitable Giving

As year-end approaches, many people look for ways of combining their charitable giving with their desire to save on 
taxes. Ongoing market volatility and economic uncertainty make it even more important to consider an efficient, tax-smart 
approach to giving. Here are strategies to consider that can help you make the most of your giving this year:

1.	 Give Appreciated Securities Rather Than Cash 
Donations made by cash or check are, by far, the most common methods of charitable giving. However, donating 
stocks, bonds, or mutual funds that have appreciated in value avoids capital gains taxes and has become increasingly 
popular with the stock market performance. Word of Life has a system in place that makes the process easy.

2.	 Consider Establishing a Donor-Advised Fund 
A donor-advised fund (DAF) is a giving vehicle sponsored by Word of Life Foundation. It allows donors to make a 
charitable contribution to Word of Life, receive an immediate tax deduction, and then recommend grants from the 
DAF over time. In contrast to DAFs offered by secular organizations, Word of Life currently charges no fees, and in 
contrast to commercial donor-advised funds, such as Fidelity, Schwab, and Vanguard, we have the same values in 
giving that you do. Many Word of Life friends are using this vehicle. It is easy to use.  

3.	 Consider a Qualified Charitable Distribution  
Are you over the age of 70.5? Consider a qualified charitable distribution (QCD) from an IRA. If you are at least 70 
years and six months old, have an IRA, and plan to donate to charity this year, another consideration may be to make 
a QCD from your IRA. This action can satisfy charitable goals and allows funds to be withdrawn from an IRA without 
any tax consequences. A QCD can also be appealing because it can be used to satisfy your required minimum 
distribution (RMD) – up to $108,000. Tax Tip: A new IRS provision allows IRA owners a QCD of up to $54,000 to a 
charitable gift annuity. Many Word of Life donors take advantage of the QCD. This process is very straightforward. 

4.	 Consider Charitable Gift Annuities  
A charitable gift annuity (CGA) provides you (and/or another beneficiary) with a payment stream for life, and Word 
of Life will receive the remainder of the gift upon your death(s). This is a gift that gives back, and the rates are good. 
Word of Life is fully registered and equipped to provide these annuities and has been offering them for many years. 

5.	 Review Will and Estate Plan 
During the year-end charitable giving planning process, it is a good time to review your will and estate plan. Word of 
Life offers estate planning at no cost or obligation to you. A charitable bequest to Word of Life, whether a specific 
amount, a percentage of your estate, or the remainder after you have provided for your loved ones, will also allow you 
to create a legacy. Word of Life has helped hundreds of friends plan their estates and experience the joy and relief of 
knowing they are leaving the legacy they desire. The process is simple and gives you peace of mind that you have 
been a good steward of what the Lord has entrusted to you.

6.	 Other Ideas for Tax-Smart Giving

•	 Give private business interests. 
•	 Contribute restricted stock. 
•	 Bunch multiple years of charitable giving in tax year 2025 to take advantage of the high standard deduction. 

Each of the strategies, properly employed, represents a tax-advantaged way for you to give to the Lord’s work. If you have 
any questions about your giving to Word of Life, contact:

John Nelson
Word of Life Foundation 
Email: johnn@wol.org  /  Cell: 518.796.9188

Bob Brown
Word of Life Foundation 
Email: bobb@wol.org  /  Cell: 518.222.8375
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